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DIAIiOGtlES. 

TENDOY-nUERlTO DIALOGUE. 
The following conversation look place at Washington in April, 1880, 
bctweL^n Tendoy, eliief of the Shoshoni and Kanak iTidians of Idaho, 
and FIUEUITO, one of tlie Apache chiefs from New Mexico, in the pres- 
ence of Dr. W. J. rioFPMAN. Neither of these Indians spoke any lan- 
guage known to the other, or had ever met or heard of one another be- 
fore that occasion : 

Hnerito. — Who ake you? 

Place thetlat and extended right hand, palm forward,aboiittwelve inches 
infrontof and as liigh as the shouh.'er, then shake the hand from side to side 
:is it is moved forward and upward — 
quest ion, who are yonf Fig. .'Ult. 





Tendoy. — SnosiiONi chief. 

Place tlic closed right hi.nd near the right hi]), leaving the index only 
extended, palm down ; then pass the hand toward the front and left, 
rotating it from side to side — Shoslioni, >"ig. .SOS; then place the closed 
hand, ^yith the index extended and pointing upward, near the right 
cheek, i)a.ss it upward as high as the head, then turn it forward and 
downward toward the ground, terminating with the movement a little 
below the initial point — chuf. Fig. 300. 

Huerito. — Mow oja) are yoi; ? 

Clinch both luuids and (iross the forearms before the breast with a 
trembling motion— cold— winter, year. Pig. 307; then elevate the left 
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hand as high as the neck and about twelve or fifteen inches before it, 
palm toward the face, with fingers extended and pointing upward ; tlien, 
with the index, turn down one finger after another slowly, beginning at 
the little finger, until three or four are folded against the palm, and 
look inquiringly at the person addressed — hoio many f See Fig. 302. 




Tenfloy.—Vnf'VY SIX. 
Close and extend the fingers and thumbs of both hands, with the 
palms forward, five times — ifi/ty; then ex- 
tend the fingers and thumb of the left 





liand, elohe tlie right, and place the extended thumb alongside of and 
neai the left thumb— sw. Fig. 308. 

JiueritO. — \ \Al\ WKLL. AR].: there amy lUIFlfALO IN YOUR 
COUNTRY? 

Place the flat right hand, pointing to the left, with the palm down, 
against the breast-bone; then move it forward and slightly to the right 
and in an upward curve ; make the gesture rather slow and nearly to 
arm's length (otherwise, i. e., if made hastily and but a short distance, 
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it would only mean good) — very good, Fig. 309; place both closed hands 
to their respective sides of the head, palms toward the hair, leaving 
the forefinger;'! curved — buffalo, see Fig. 298, p. 477; then reach out the 
fist to arm's length toward the west, and throw it forciby toward the 
ground for a di>l.i iic(> of about six inches, edge downward — country, away 
to the west; then jtoint the curved index rather quickly and carelessly 
toward the persou addressed — your. 

Tendoy. — ^Tes ; many black buffalo. 
Pass the closed right hand, with the index partly flexed, to a position 
about eight inches before the 
light collar-bone, and, as the hand 
reaches that elevation, quickly 
close the index — yea ; then make 
the same sign as in the preceding 
question for buffalo; tcmch the 
hair ou the right side of the head 
with the pabns of the extended 
iingers of the right hand — blacTc; 
spread the curved fingers and 
thumbs of both hands, place them 
before either thigh, |)oiuting down- 
ward; then draw tliein toward 
1^ one another and upward as higli 
as the stomach, so that the fln- 
^'"' ^'''' gers will point toward one an- 

other, or may be interlaced — ma7iy. Fig. 310. 

Tendoy. — Did \<)ii iieak an^ lHI^(r from i 

so, TELL ML. 

Cltse the right h.md, leaMiig the index and tli 
])ash It bj the ( ai liom the back 
of Iheeai dowuw.ud and toward 
1h('diin,p.dmlo\\ai(ltheiie,id— 
/(r«>, sec J^g. 31 (>,]). l<)li; ])oiiitto 
the induidu.il .id(hess(>(l — ijou ; 
close tiu' h.md again, h.uing 
llie iiide\ .111(1 thumb sej)aiate(l 
as III thesimifoi //frt/- and placing 
thepalm.ii suU.ue ol the finger 
lioii/ontall.\ acioss the forehead, 
pointing to tlie k'ft, allow the 
thumb toiest ag.nnst the light 
tem])]e; then (baw the index 
acioss the toKhc.id tiom Idt to 
light, le.iMiiu the tliumbtoudi 
ing the Jiead— /(//(/, man ; then pi. 
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(lex, before tlieright sideof tlieneck orin front of the topof the shoulder; 
pass the index, pointing upward, as liigh as tlie top of the head; turn it 
forward and (hiwnward as far as the breast — chief ; pass tlie extended 
index, pointing nj)ward aiid forward, forward from the inontli twice — talk; 
then open and flat ten the hand, palm up, outer edge toward the face, place 
it about fifteen inches in front of the chin, and draw it horizontally in- 
ward until the hand nearly touches the neck — tell me. 

Huerito. — He told me that in four days I would go to my 

COUNTRY. 

(ylose the right hand, leaving the index curved ; place it about six 
inches irom the ear and move it in toward the external meatus — toldme, 
hear, I heard, Fig. 311; with the right hand still closed, form a circle with 
the index and thumb by allowing their tips to touch; pass the hand 
from east to west at arm's length — day; place the left hand before the 
breast, the fingers extended, and tlie thumb resting against the palm, 
back iorward, and, with the index, turn down one finger after another, 
beginning at the little finger— /owr; touch the breast with the tips of the 
finger and thumb of the left hand collected to a point — I; drop the 
hand a short distance and move it forward to arm's length and slightly 
upward until it i)oints above the horizon — c/o to*; then as the arm is 
extended, throw the fist edgewise toward the ground — my country. 

Tendoy. — In two days I go to my country just as you go to 

YOURS. 1 GO to mine WHERE THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF SNOW, 
AND WE SHALL SEE EACH OTHER NO MORE. 

Place the flat hands horizontally, about two feet apart, move them 
quickly in an ui)ward curve toward one another until the right lies 




across the M't—)iiffht,¥\ii.312,reTpea.t this sign— ^co nights (literally 
tiro ><l(rps hour): ]K)Mit tow aid the niduidual addiessed with the right 
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tmml— you; und in a continuous movement pass the liaud to the right, 
i. c, toward tlie south, nearly to arm's length — 170; then throw the fist 
edgewise towiiid the ground at that distance — your country ; then touch 
<he hrcast willi the tips of the fingers of the ielt hand— 7^; move the 
handolf slowly toward the left, /. c, toward the north to arm's length — 
()o to* ; and throw the clinched hand toward the ground — my country ; 
tiu'ii iiold both hands toward the left as high as tlie hetRl, palms down, 
witli lingers and thnnilis |)cn(U':it and sei)arated; move them toward the 
ground two or three tinu's — niin, I'ig. .'313; tiien place the flat hands 
liorizontally to the left of the body about 
two feet from The ground — decj) ; (liter- 
ally, deep rain) mtow — and raise them 
until about tliree feet from the ground — 
riry deep — mnvh ; place the hands be- 
fore the body about twelve inches apart, 
l)alm8 down, witii forefingers only ex- 
tended and i)ointing toward one an- 
ici': jiush them toward and from 
' another several times — see each 
\ other, iMg. .iU; then hold the flat right 
hand in front of tlie breast, pointing 
forward, palm to the left, and throw it 
over on its back toward theriglit — wot, 
no more. 

Exi'LANAJ'om No rii. — Where the asterisks ajjpear in the above dia- 
oguc tlic ])r('positi()Ti to is included in the gesture. After touching the 
)reast for /, tlic slow movcnu'nt forward signifies going to, and country 
ssignilicd by locatingit at arm's lengthtoward the west,to the left of the 
as the stoi)ping-i)lace,also;>o,'j,w?.'ijon by the clinched fist being 
C'd toward the ground. It is the same as for my or mine, though 
before the body in the latter signs. The direction of Tendoy's 
^. first to ihc south and afterwards to the north, w^as understood 
s pointing to the exact locality of the two parts of the country, 
) the dilferencc in their respective climates. 
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